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Commissioner: 

This paper is being submitted in response to the Notice of Allowance mailed on 
November 21, 2006. The three month date for responding is February 21, 2007. 

Applicants note that each of the pending claims recites a "radionuclide-labeled bis- 
aminoethanethiol (BAT) dicarboxylic acid-targeting ligand conjugate." This phrase is intended 
to cover conjugates that comprise a targeting ligand conjugated to a BAT having a dicarboxylic 
acid structure. In preferred (but not all) embodiments, the targeting ligand will be conjugated 
directly to one or both of the carboxylic acid groups. When the targeting ligand is conjugated to 
one or both of the carboxylic acid groups of the BAT, such group will cease to be a "carboxylic 
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acid" per se - it will be, for example, an ester or amide, etc., depending on the nature of the 
conjugation reaction. Nevertheless, it is intended that the claim language "bis-aminoethanethiol 
(BAT) dicarboxylic acid-targeting ligand" covers conjugates wherein the targeting ligand is 
conjugated to one or both carboxyl groups of the BAT. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned attorney at (512) 536-5639 with any 
questions, comments or suggestions relating to the referenced patent application. 



Respectfully submitted, 




FULBRIGHT & JAWORSKI L.L.P. 
600 Congress Avenue, Suite 2400 
Austin, Texas 78701 
(512) 474-5201 



Monica A. De La Paz 
Reg. No. 54,662 
Attorney for Applicants 



Date: 



December 12, 2006 



25724583.1 



2 



